





MAESHOW AND THE STANDING
STONES, STENNESS:

THEIR AGE AND PURPOSE.

By M. SPENCE.

Y far the most interesting group of stone circles in
Scotland 1s that of Stenness, Orkney. In Great
Britain it 1s only surpassed in grandeur and mag-

nificence by Stonehenge; but this may only be apparent,
for, if the group which retains most of its original align-
ments and the characteristics by which the purpose of
1ts erection can be made out deserves the name, then the
Stenness group claims the first place.

Many and diverse theories have been entertained regard-
ing their origin and purpose, but as time passes there seems
a more general conseusus of opinion that the circles, and
some at least of the monoliths were erected for astro-
nomical purposes, and of these sun worship was the chief.
The circles of Stenness stand on an undulating moor-
land, between the lochs of Stenness and Harray. The
parish of Stenness derives its name from these stones,
which stand to-day as they stood in the ninth century,
when the Norsemen found them, and called them the
Steins on the Ness (Stenness), as this parish is so char-
acteristically designated.

These grey sentinels of a period long prior to the raid-
ing incursions of the Norsemen stand on a slightly rising
ground, with a view of the horizon less interrupted by
hills than that of any other low level site on the Main-
land of Orkney. The writer has been engaged in a

! Read at the meeting on November 7th, 1902.
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series of observations extending over a period of twelve
years, which may with advantage be offered to the con-
sideration and discussion of those interested in the sub-
ject.  These observations have only been made as
opportunity offered, and as the mvestigations naturally
developed. Encouraged, however, by the work Sir N.
Lockyer has undertaken in regard to the astronomical
theory of Stonehenge, which was published in Nazure,
November 21st, 1901, and finding that his calculations
agree pretty closely with those made by the writer in June,
18009, 1t seems opportune to make the results known.

We are not here concerned with the different theories
which have been supported by various archzologists re-
garding the origin of these megalithic remains; we shall
only give a few of the statements regarding the astro-
nomical theory which historians have recorded. To prove
that the Norsemen found these circles when they took
possession of the Orkneys we need only state that, in
the Orkneyinga Saga, 1t 1s related that after a battle
fought in Stenness between Havard and his nephew it
was suggested that the parish should no longer be named
Stenness, but Havardsteiger. This took place 1n gyo.

Boethius, the historian, about the end of the fifteenth
century, 1in his life of Maimus, observed that the people
called these huge stones, drawn together in the form of
circles, the ancient temples of the gods.

Professor Gorden of Aberdeen, in 106g2, describes the
circles of standing stones, and goes on to state what was
known about them. “They are generally regarded by
the people as places of pagan worship.”

Sheriff Brand, the historian of Orkney, says in 1701 :
“Many of the people do say that the larger was the circle
of the sun, and the smaller that of the moon, and were
worshipped by the pagan inhabitants of these isles. They
are thought to be high places of pagan idolatry, whereon
sacrifices were offered.” He also says: “ Almost every
family had a brownie or evil spirit, which served them;
to whom they gave sacrifices for his services, as when
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they churned they took a part and sprinkled every
corner of the house, for the brownie’'s use. When they
brewed they had a stone with a hole in which they poured
some wort for a sacrifice. 'When not sacrificed to, the
ale fell dead.” All these minor brownies have disap-
peared in place-names ; but, strange to say, the only place
where we know the name to have a permanent hold 1s the
slope immediately adjoining the standing stones, and
the farmer of Brodgar speaks of 1t to this day as
Brownie ; showing that the sacrifices here were of a more
imposing and popular nature than the less known family
brownies.

There are two circles, the larger called the Brodgar and
the smaller the Stenness circle. The Brodgar circle has
a diameter of 366ft, surrounded by a large ditch 29ft.
wide and ¢oft. deep, with two bridge passages facing each
other in a N.\WW. and S.E. direction. The circle stands
14ft. from the edge of the trench. The stones stand at
various distances apart. Some are 22ft, others 104ft,
and a few are only 12ft. It is not possible, without con-
siderable excavation, to number them correctly, as only
sixteen remain in position, and a few are prostrate; but
taking the average distance as 10}ft., and the diameter
as 330ft, it gives us about fifty-two stones, which corres-
pond to the weeks in the year. An immense amount
of soil must have been removed from this huge
trench. There is no evidence that it has been used nside
for levelling purposes. No doubt the whole was carried
off to form those beautiful mounds in the mmmediate
vicinity.

The second megalithic circle, Stenness, stands about
seventy chains to the S.E. of the Brodgar one. It con-
sists of two standing stones 18ft. in height. There 1s a
third lying prostrate, but shorter and heavier. ‘Two
stumps are still 7z loco. There 1s a trench surrounding
the circle, but almost obliterated on the south side, which
has induced some antiquarians to call it a crescent. Near
this, in a N.E. direction, stood the famous perforated
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Stone of Odin, whilst to the N.W. stands the Watchstone,
sixty-three chains from the larger circle. It stands 18ft.
above ground. Another solitary monolith—the Barn-
house Stone—stands 43.2 chains to the S.E. of the Watch-
stone, and both, with the centre of the larger circle,
form an alignment pointing to sunset about the Beltane
feast, and to the rising sun at the winter solstice. Then,
in a line directly south of the Watchstone—61 chains—a
monolith was recently found embedded in 5ft. of moss,
with socket underneath. This formed an important
N. and S. alignment.

Maeshow, a chambered mound which has always been
regarded as sepulchral, intrudes itself where one would
hardly expect it in this investigation. No archaologist
would ever have thought of associating it so closely with
the circles as to connect them for time and purpose. But
they are bound by indissoluble links, which no one can
examine without observing that the plan of the circles
and Maeshow have been carefully arranged for a special
purpose.

Maeshow stands in the immediate neighbourhood of
these circles. It is a large chambered mound, bult of
carefully selected stones of massive proportions. The
chamber 1s 15ft. by 15ft. by 15ft, and has four large
stones set up, one in each corner, to act as buttresses for
the gradually contracted roof, which, like many con-
structions of the same age, had the walls drawn in bee-
hive shape to an opening small enough for a single stone
to cover. On each of three sides there 1s a carefully
built recess about 3ft. above ground, and 41ift. by 3ift.
The entrance, which 1s on the S'W. side and on the level
of the floor, leads through a passage 54ft. long. The
inner part of this passage i1s lined and covered with three
huge stones of dimensions equal to the largest of those
forming the circles. About a third of the way through the
passage there is a suitable niche for closing the howe
against intruders, with a recess for the large stone which
was no doubt used—a pretty satisfactory proof that
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Maeshow was originally built to enable the occupants to
safely fortify themselves against mtruders, and not for
sepulchral purposes, as many would have us believe.
Maeshow 1s a huge mound 1coft. in diameter, 36ft.
high, and 1s evidently placed on an artificial platform
nf the debris removed from the immense ditch which
surrounds 1t.  This ditch 1s 20ft. in width, and, although
almost filled up now, must have been once of consider-
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able depth. There is a simple earthwork of divots and
stcnes rising in some instances to .4 or § ft.

The situation of Maeshow is exceedingly swampy, but
this difficulty has been overcome by raising the enclosed
space above the swamp by artifictal means. This has
been done to the extent of 5 or 6ft. The diameter of the
enclosed space, including ditch, is 2goft. Now a very
important question arises here. Why was this naturally
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swampy spot chosen for one of the most important
chambered mounds in Western Europe, when hundreds
of suitable sites could be found within half a mile of
its position? The answer must be that the intended align-
ments, with the other circles and monoliths, allowed of
no other site, without disarranging the symmetry of the
whole structural plan for observational purposes. The
long passage of Maeshow is contracted at the outer door-
way to 24ft. by 21ft.  When an observer lakes up a
position at the innermost part of the chamber, beside the
central cell, and looks out through the passage, his view
1s very limited. In the centre of this view stands the
monolith of Barnhouse—a stone 13ft. by 4ft. This
stone stands 40.4 chains from the position the observer
occupies at the inner cell of Maeshow. This important
alignment points to the solstitial summer sunrise as it
occurred when Maeshow was built, and within 11 deg.
of the present sunrise. Now it i1s a fact, although not
a well-known one, that owing to secular changes in the
earth’s movements, as pomted out by Sir William
Hamilton in his “ Natural Philosophy,” and Sir Norman
Lockyer in his “ Dawn of Astronomy,” the sun does not
rise exactly relatively to alignments on land as it did
centuries ago. The present solstitial sunrise 1s S. of 1ts
former position. In other words, 1t rose seven thousand
years ago 3 deg. 32 min. N. of where 1t rises now. Then,
assuming that this important alignment was originally
planned by sun-worshippers to point to the rising sun
on midsummer morning, 1t must now point shghtly to
the N. of that position. This 1s exactly what we find
it does. On the morning of the 23rd June, 18gg—the
first clear morning after the solstitial sunrise—two friends
and the writer erected a pole on the centre of the
mound of Maeshow, which was also that of the chamber,
and placed two more 1n line with Barnhouse stone,
and we chose our position to wait the sunrise, about
30 chains from Maeshow, near the Turmiston Burn,
where the pole on Maeshow stood partly above the
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horizon. \When the first tip of the sun appeared above
the horizon the angle it made with the Maeshow align-
ment, as measured with a sextant, was 1 deg. 44 min.
It has been objected that the temple-builders would have
erected their alignments to correspond with the sunrise
on the true horizon, and not on the visible one. But even
were their astronomical knowledge and powers of com-
putations developed to the necessary extent, surely the
moment of actual sunrise was the time which would
appeal most forcibly to their intellectual conceptions.
The actual angle of 1 deg. 41 min, as worked out by
Professor Pirie, Aberdeen, who has taken much interest
m this theory, gives the age of Maeshow and neighbour-
g circles as 915 B.C. This, then, is the date as correctly
as the instruments at our disposal could reckon it, when
these temples were erected by the Orcadian sun-wor-
shippers. The angle made between the alignment and
the half risen sun was 1 deg. 50 min,, giving the age
2000 B.C.. which throws the date too far into the Stone
Age to be worthy of any serious attention.

We need not trouble ourselves here about this difficulty,
that most archzologists have assigned Maeshow to the
Stone Period and the circles to the Bronze Age, for these
clear and unmistakable alignments leave us no option
but to assign them to the same age. Too much, we think,
has been made of the sweeping classifications which em-
brace all chambered mounds, whether of the Bronze or
Stone Ages, in the category of burial chambers. Surely
a chamber of this type, unrivalled for its magnificence,
and having characteristics quite its own, as in its unique
cells, the magnitude of its area, the amplitude and beauty
of the carefully selected stones with which it is built and
chiefly from the absence of grave-goods, leaves us a free
hand to suggest that the primary object the builders had
1 view was to build a magnificent temple for Sun-wor-
ship, although they may have had a secondary, viz,
sepulture.

The summer solstitial sunrise alignment points in the

FF
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opposite direction to a well-marked feature in the Hoy
Hills, where the sun sets a few weeks—two or three—
before the winter solstitial sunset. This spot, if viewed
from the Watchstone, gives the exact position of the
winter solstitial sunset.

Some remarkable coincidences take place in the various
measurements of this group:—

The distance from nearer circumference of larger

circle to Watchstone is ... 063 chains.
From Watchstone to centre of Maeshow ... .. 63,
From Watchstone to Barnhouse Stone ... e 432,
From Barnhouse Stone to outer circumference o

circle round Maeshow . 432,
From Barnhouse Stone to centre of Maeshow ... 404

Who this race of people was who had so far advanced
in domestic and religious life as to unite their communal
interests in rearing a magnificent temple to those powers
which resuscitated vegetable life, ameliorated the rigours
of a severe climate, fructified the products of the earth, and
vivified all nature we know not. The massive blocks that
form the circles reared their heads, and the polished but-
tressed walls of Maeshow were finished in prehistoric archi-
tectural beauty. long ere the prows of Casar’s ships touched
the British strand ; yea, long ere the City of Rome had
developed beyond a village of huts. Who they were we
may never be able to discover; an extinct race, an extinct
religion, a state of society and a class of enterprises
which the world saw once, but will never see again. They

were a race whose annals have been long since irretriev-
ably lost. These men lived n aggregates and worked

in unison, inspired by the same religious beliefs 1
erecting these megalithic temples which have stood
through long ages, and have hitherto been little more
than phantoms which few archzologists understood. Dr.
Ferguson says: “ It seems inconceivable that a few shep-
herds scattered over the Wiltshire downs could have re-
quired a temple five times the area of St. Peter’s at Rome.”
Temples are not, however, built according to the number
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of worshippers, nor according to the wealth of the age
in which they are built, but according to the religious zeal
and fervour of the worshippers. It is said, with no doubt
some truth, that “ignorance 1s the mother of devotion.”
Could 1t be otherwise with man during the period of
primitive civilisation.? It 1s not likely. The man of
thirty centuries ago lived in abodes almost underground,
clad in the skin of the chase, inured to the hardships
of the nomadic life of a huntsman, with no other pur-
suits than his daily wants necessitated.

One star—the Pole Star—apparently is immovable. To
it he sets up a stone in alignment with one of the other
monoliths—the \Watchstone. The moon in her varied
phases exercises an unaccountable control over the ever-
changing sea in all her different moods. To her he erects
a temple—the smaller circle. The sun rising every morn-
ng, out of the depths of the ocean, riding in his chariot
drawn by his fiery steeds, adorned with beautiful oems,
whose sparkling splendour shimmers over the world, is
their chief object of adoration. The two solstitial
periods are watched for with fervid interest when sacri-
fices are offered up on the Sun altar of Maeshow to inter-
cede with the fire-god to renew his course in the heavens
once more. - Notwithstanding the fact that it is nearly
3000 years since this system in all its fulness was sys-
tematically symbolised in Orkney, it became engrafted
i the habits, customs, and worship of the people to such
an extent that many of them survive to the present day.
A few of these are our Yule feasts, Christmas log, mid-
summer bonfires, Hallow FE’en superstitious rites, and
boar’s head dinner, which was symbolic of the sun sur-
rounded with his bristling beams. Our Christmas times,
with all their hallowed associations and religious senti-
ment, have the same origin.




THE LAY OF THRYM.

TRANSLATED FROM THE OLD ICELANDIC BY

BEATRICE HELEN BARMBY.

ROTH was then Wing-Thor when he awoke
And found himself of his hammer bereft.
His beard he shook, and his locks he tossed,
And the Son of Earth groped round and round.
This was the word that first he spoke:
‘“ Hearken now, Loki, what now I tell,
Which no one knows, nor on earth below,
Nor in upper -heaven. The God’s hammer is stolen!”

Then to fair Freyja’s bower they went,
And this was the word that first he spokeg:
““ Wilt thou lend me, Freyja, thy feather-fell
That I my hammer may find again?”

“Ay, I would give it thee were it of gold,
And ay would grant it thee were it of silver!”

Then flew Loki, the feather-fell rustled,

Till forth he came from the garth of the Gods,
And in he came to the Giant-land.

Thrym sat on a howe, the Lord of Giants,
Golden bands for his greyhounds plaiting,

And clipping even the manes of his mares.

This was the word that first he spoke:

“ How is’t with the Gods, how is’t with the elves?
Why com’st thou alone into Giant-land ?”
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“’Tis 1ll with the Gods, ’tis ill with the elves,
Hast thou not hidden the Thunderer’s hammer ?

““I have hidden the Thunderer’s hammer
Eight miles deep down under the earth.
Never a man shall gain it back

Except he bring me Freyja to wife!”

Then flew Loki, the feather-fell rustled,

Till forth he came from the Giant-land,

And in he came to the garth of the Gods.
Thor he met amidst of the court,—

This was the word that first he spoke :

“Hast thou tidings to pay thy toil ?

Speak out thy news where aloft thou flyest,

For he who speaks sitting oft halts in his story,
And he who speaks lying oft stoops to a lie.”

“I have tidings to pay my toll,

Thrym has thy hammer, the Lord of Giants,
Never a man shall gain it back

Except he bring him Freyja to wife.”

Then to fair Freyja’s bower they went,—
This was the word that first he spoke :
“Make ready, Freyja, thy bridal veil,
We two must drive into Giant-land.”

Wroth was Freyja and breathed such rage
That all the hall of the Gods was shaken,
That the mighty necklace Brising shivered :
“Wondrous mad for a husband I were,

If I drove with thee into Giant-land.”

Straight were the Gods at the moot assembled,
And the Goddesses all in council together.
The mighty Gods debated on this,

How should the Thunderer’s hammer be won ?
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Then spake Heimdall, the whitest of Gods—
He knew the future like other Wanes—
““Let us bind on Thor the bridal veil,

Set on him the mighty necklace Brising,
Let us hang at his belt the dangling keys,
And women’s weeds cast over his knee,

And clasp on his breast the jewels broad,
And deck his head with a maiden’s hood.”

Then spake Thor, the mighty God:
“The Gods will give me a craven’s name
If T am bound with the bridal veil.”

Then spake Loki, Laufey’s son :

“Be silent, Thor! nor speak on this wise.
The Giants will make their home in Asgard,
Except thou win back thy hammer again.”

They bound on Thor the bridal velil,

Laid on him the mighty necklace Brising,
They hung at his belt the dangling keys,
And women’s weeds cast over his knee,
They clasped on his breast the jewels broad,
And decked his h:ad with a maiden’s hood.

Then spake Loki, Laufey’s son:
“1 will go with thee to be thy bridesmaid,
We two must drive into Giant-land.” '

Quickly the goats were homeward driven,
Yoked were they hastily, well could they run;
The rocks were rent, earth broke into flame,
Drove Odin’s son into Giant-land.

Then spake Thrym, the Lord of Giants:
“ Rise up now, Giants! and strew the benches.
Now shall ye bring me Freyja to wife,
The daughter of Njord out of Noatun.
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Here 1n the garth go the golden-horned kine,
Coal-black oxen, the joy of the Giant;
Heaps of treasure I own, and jewels,

Frevia alone was lacking to me.”

They came full early at eventide,

And before the Giants the ale was borne.

One whole ox Thor devoured, eight salmon,

All the dainties the women should eat,

Three gallons of mead Sif’s husband?! did drink.

Then spake Thrym, the Lord of Giants:
“VWhen saw’st thou a bride eat more eagerly?
I saw never a bride eat more heartily,

Nor a maiden drink so deep of mead!”

In readiness sat the cunning bridesmaid,—
Thus she answered the Giant’s speech :
“For eight days Freyja might not eat,
So great was her longing for Giant-land.”

Thrym stooped ’neath the veil, he was fain to kiss her,
But he started back to the end of the hall:

“Why gleam so fiercely the eyes of Freyja?

Fire methinks from her eyes is flashing!”

In readiness sat the cunning bridesmaid,—
Thus she answered the Giant’s speech :

“For eight nights Freyja might not sleep,
So great was her longing for Giant-land.”

In came the Giants’ ancient sister,
Boldly begging the bridal fee:

“Take from thine arms the rings so red,
If thou wilt ever win my love,

My love and eke my favour!”

1 Sif’s husband, :.e., Thor.
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Then spake Thrym, the Lord of Giants:
““Bear in the hammer to hallow the bride ;
Mjollnir shall lie on the maiden’s knee,
Var shall hallow our hands in wedlock.”

The heart of the Thunderer laughed in his breast
As his hammer hard he felt with his hand.
Thrym slew he first, the Lord of Giants,

Then all the race of the Giants he smote.

He slew the Giants’ ancient sister,

Her who had begged for the bridal fee;
Blows she got for her shilling fee,

And hammer strokes for her heaps of rings.

So came Odin’s son by his haommer aguin.




SURVEY OF ORKNEYAN
PLACE-NAMES.

By A. W. JOHNSTON, F.S.A.Scot.

T has been proposed to make a collection of Orkneyan
place-names from records and present use, and to
compile at the same time a description of the localities,

and gather together such other information as will be
useful in arriving at their derivation, meaning, and correct
spelling. Existing place-names are of Pictish, Culdee,
Norse, Scottish or English origin. They are variously
derived from surnames, antiquities, mounds, standing-
stones, brochs, superstitions, churches, natural features or
surroundings. It 1s therefore indispensable in arriving
at the derivation and meaning of names, to examine the
history, records, folklore, antiquities, and all natural
features of the localities where the names occur, with their
surroundings.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION.

Records—Sagas, Peterkin’s “ Rentals of the Bishopric
and Earldom,” estate and other charters and rent rolls,
books, State records, charts, ordnance maps, etc.

Folk-names and pronunciation.—So far as language 1s
concerned, there are two classes in Orkney, one speaking
the dialect and English, and the other speaking English
but with an imperfect knowledge of the dialect. Many
place-names are corruptly spelt, from a mistaken Scottish
interpretation, and are so pronounced by the English
speaking class, whereas they are more correctly rendered
in the dialect. When we remember that the dialect still
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preserves and uses, with their original meanings, a host
of words of the extinct Norse tongue, it is to be expected
that 1t would also and more tenaciously preserve and use
the old form of stereotyped and now meaningless place-
names. The dialect folk in conversing with the English
speaking class suit their language as much as possible to
the latter, using even the corrupted Scottish pronuncia-
tion of place-names. The reason for this being partly
to make themselves understood, but chiefly owing to their
strong aversion to use words and names which might be
thought uncouth, and so be laughed at. The result is
that the English speaking class are more or less totally
ignorant of the genuine dialect and folk place-names
and their pronunciation, and what information they have
15 usually perverted and worse than useless. Bays are
usually called “hopes” in the dialect, whereas on the
maps they are “bays,” and are so called by the other
class. Kiwrkju-vagr, probably of old pronounced Kirkju-
vaa (vagr pronounced wvea as in Faroe) is so pro-
nounced (Kzwkwaa) in the dialect of to-day; whereas it
was first spelt by the Scotch “ Kirkwaw,” then by a mis-
taken analogy “Kirkwall,” and so it 1s spelt and pro-
nounced by the other class to this day. Woodwick is so
spelt and pronounced by the English speaking class,
while 1n the dialect 1t 1s Wetkik, in accordance with the
original old Norse form V:8:-vik or wide-wick.

It will therefore be evident that folk-names and pro-
nunciation are the more correct and should be carefully
collected.

Natural features—These should be carefully described,
as place-names are largely descriptive of the locality.

Minor objecis—Names of all minor objects, such as
burns, bridges, fields, etc., should be taken down, as it
is frequently possible to locate old names whose sites
are now forgotten. Before the commons were divided,
and farms enclosed, and when cattle pastured promiscu-
ously and unherded over the commons, and over the
toon-lands after harvest, every hillock, hollow, strip of
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pasture and natural shelter had a name, so that people
could tell each other exactly where their cattle were.
These names are descriptive of the places and are there-
fore highly useful in a study of the principal place-
names. Moreover, as the use for these names now no
longer exists, 1t 1s important that they should be placed
on record before they are entirely forgotten and lost.

Disiricts—Names of 1slands, parishes, toons, and other
districts and groups of islands must be noted. We have
no record of the ancient political districts into which
Orkney was divided. The Saga only mentions the Al-
Thing, or general parliament. In Shetland, in 13573,
there were numerous local courts held in their respective
districts throughout the islands, each district embracing
several parishes, and one head court called the Law-Ting,
the successor of the Al-Thing. The same must also have
been the case in Orkney. Christianity was nominally
adopted by the Northmen in Orkney at the end of the
tenth century. We do not know when ecclesiastical
parishes were formed, nor do we know whether existing
civil districts were adopted for that purpose. There is no
specific mention in the Saga of an ecclesiastical or civil
district. As regards the names of modern parishes, it is
noticeable that they are mainly derived from the dedica-
tion of the church or from the name of the toon in which
the church is situated. Parishes consist of groups of
toons, and the toon is thus the unit of Orkney topography.

Hills, etc—Names of hills, slaks, shoulders of hills,
ridges, brekks, hammars, dales, gills, peat-ground, mosses,
moors, hollows, cups, holes, caves, mounds, hillocks, gayres
or pastures,

Agriculiure—Names of farms, fields, meadows, fidges,
pastures, yards, croos, pens, beuls, commons, quoys,
houses, and steadings.

Roads, fences, etc—Names of roads, tracks, highways,
hill and peat roads, bridges, gates, grinds, slaps, old
dykes and garths.

Antiguities—Names of standing-stones, stone circles,
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stones with traditions, brochs or round towers, Picts’
houses, mounds, sites of old houses, buildings and foun-
dations, places where bones and ashes have been dug up
and stone and other implements found, sites of chapels
and traditional burying-grounds, sites of Johnsmass bon-
fires, places where new year and Kirk football were
played, nicknames of parishes, toons and households,
fairy rings and knowes, and old quarries.

Fresh water—Names of lochs, shuns, islands in lochs
and objects on same, burns, springs, wells, etc,

Coastline—Names of cliffs, heads, rocks in sea, natural
arches, points, taings, nesses, holmes, gills, bays, hopes,
hubbins, wicks, gyoes, voes, caves, helliers, ingoes (caves),
ayres, beeches, tang shores, ebbs, crag seats, skerries, “ hens
and chickens,” small inland seas, euses or oyces, aiths or
1sthmuses, piers, nausts, etc.

Sea-names—Names of flows, sounds, roosts, tideways,
fishing grounds, and their land-marks and meiths.

Modern names—Special note should be made of new
or modern names, and their intended meaning. Such
names are frequently spelt in an unusual manner and
might easily be mistaken for old names. £.g., Neland,
in Orphir, was given within living memory, meaning
“New-land.”

Folklore—QOral and recorded traditions, customs,
superstitions and all folklore connected with places
should be noted, as many names may be explained
thereby. Folk meanings attached to names should be
noted ; however far-fetched they may appear, they at least
are folklore.

COLLECTION AND COLLECTORS.

As the dialect-speaking folk use the oldest forms of
place-names and pronunciation, it will be evident that
they would be the best collectors. Another reason for
this is the aversion of the folk to give information to
others than themselves. As regards the dislike to divulge
traditions and so-called superstitions from fear of ridi-
cule, 1t should be remembered that such folklore preserves
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information of the greatest scientific value to anthro-
pology, ethnology, and philology. There is no more
reason why such a valuable and time-honoured heritage
should not be observed and openly acknowledged in the
North, similarly as such customs are practised and

cherished by the most cultured and educated people all
the world over.

RETURNS.

Names and information collected should be entered
on forms for the purpose as appended.

PUBLICATION.

The results of the returns, with derivations by experts,
to be hereafter published.

SURVEY OF ORKNEY PLACE-NAMES.

The Council have appointed Messrs. J. W. Cursiter,
F.5.A. Scot., W. P. Drever, J.G. Moodie Heddle, Dr. Jakob
Jakobsen, A. 'W. Johnston, F.S.A. Scot., J. Johnston,
Duncan J. Robertson, Magnus Spence, and W. G. T. Watt,
F.5.A. Scot, a committee to report on a scheme for the
survey of Orkney place-names prepared by A. W. John-
ston (see p.459 of this number). The committee sent indi-
vidual reports approving of the scheme, which the Council
thereupon remitted to the committee, with full power to
have the survey carried out. Colonel Johnston, R.E.,
Director-General of the Ordnance Survey Department, has
intimated that his department cordially welcome the
assistance offered by the Club in collecting the names,
and has consented to place copies of the Ordnance Survey
maps at the disposal of the Club, so that they may be
deposited in suitable districts for the purpose of locating
the names. The first meeting of the committee was held
at Daisy Bank, Kirkwall, the residence of Mr. Cursiter,
on October 14th, when Messrs. Cursiter and Spence were
elected Chairman and . Vice-Chairman and joint Hon.
Secs. of the committee.



[FORM A FOR PARISHES.]

Parish of

Name of Parish, Island in which it is situated, and other District.

Name of Parish ..

Name of Island ..

Name of District..

Ordnance Map Name.

Folk-name and
Pronunciation.

Saga.

Peterkin's Rentals.

Give names, folk pronunciation,* and natural features of any of the following places situated in the old commons of the Parish, and not included in

returns of toons and farms:—

Hills
Slaks”
Shoulders
Ridges
Hillocks ..
Brekks
Mounds ..
Fairy rings
Dales
Gills

Pastures . .|

Meadows

Mosses ..

Peat ground
Hollows or cups
Caves

Quarries

Market stances ..
Sites of old houses
Pens or beuls
Croos

New Year football ground

* See A, Form B.

Roads

Gates, grinds, slaps

Bridges ..

Masey gates or church roads
Burns

Wells

Lochs, shuns, islands in same

Antiquities, brochs, standingstones|

Chapels and graveyards ..

Coastline, heads, etc.

Adjaceni sea (see List B Form B)

Charters, Rent-rolls,
Books, etc.




{FORM B FOR TOONS AND FARMS.]

Name of Toon and Farms.

Folk-name and pronunciation, A, !

Meaning attached to name. - Sawa

" Tradition. If a new name, state | e
its meaning.

Ordnance Map Name.

Toon.

tarms.

A. — Folk-pronunciation,—Spell the
names as they are pronounced,
using the following symbols for
vowel sounds : —

B
Sites of old houses

1
a for a (short) as in sad, mad. o Chapels

i for a (long) as in made. ©r o graveyards,

a for a (broad) as in Jather, farther, Cairns o
« for e (shotit) as in end. Hillocks
v8 for. ee (long) as in fzeed. Mounds
i for i (short) as in bid, in. K
i for ¢ (long) as in mind, kind, nowes
o for o (short) as in on. Brekks ———
> for o (long) as in bone. Fields
ow for ow as in how, now. Meadows :
oy for oy as in boy. Sheeds
i < | Orkney, beul, :
for en as in «: Frencﬁ, feu, Croos . R B
i for u (skort) as in sum, gun. Pastures o o
L))L for oo (long) as in soon. Muirs g — e
Bogs

Name of Toon______

In Parishof_

Natural Features.

Charters, Rent-rolls, Boundaries,

sterlints Pl
Peterkin's Rentals, i Books and Charts.

.—Mention names, pronunciation, description, etc., of any of the following objects in Farms :—
Dales ..

If name shifted,
describe original site,

Any

object in Table B.

and landmarks;,

Standing-stones - | Points

Crag-seats

Nausts

_ SENVIST o g e g COASTLINE.
Glens .. 53 R :
Ay .
Gills .. - L B _ Heads L yres —_—
# i Gyoes..
Hollows . .. . e Caves - yoes -
Beeches e o Gills e
Cups . - i
liffs .
Hammars o N Hopes S Cliffs e s
: Harbours o B Slaks .. _ _
Quarries o o
! ins . B
Markistirs (patches of un-! Hubbing =T cemma e - s = T s e
cultivated land among Euses - _ . Islands o
cultivated land) §
B Oyces _ _ _ Holmes e
Burns
- - o Sounds o _ Skerries _ _
Wells ..
. T Flows e Hens and Chick-
_ Springs ens .. £
) T T e Roosts ST e
_ Slaps .. o L Wicks. .
. R Fishing grounds - -
Grinds
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VIKING NOTES.

BY THE HON. EDITOR,

A TTENTION should be called to the fact that the paragraph on p. 275
A of last Saga-Book, beginning ‘‘ In a subsequent letter’ and ending
with ‘‘ required in Cornwall,” was misplaced, and should be read

after the last note on p. 281.

I ax asked whether Uig in Skye, on Loch Snizort, is the equivalent of
Wick. It is the Norse Wick in Gaelic spelling. Snizort is also Norse,
being Snaesfjord. Further evidence of Norse influence in Gaelic districts
of Scotland is given in Mr. Bremner’s paper in this issue.

IT is suggested that an explanation of the map facing p. 230 of last issue
isrequired. Itisas follows :—The shading marked a shows the distribution
of the Adriatic race ; the shading marked 4 shows the distribution of
dolmens ; and the solid black on the map shows where the two kinds of
shading overlap.

I ax1r asked whether there is anything trustworthy known as to Thingwall
in the Wirral. * Thinger is the old county vernacular, not Thingwall.
There is a Cross Hill close by.”” In answer, reference should be made to
the paper ‘¢ Vikings in Lakeland,” by W. G. Collingwood, M.A.,on p 182
of Vol. I. of SAca-Book, and to the notes on the Wirral in his District
Report, Vol. I1., p. 1309.

“W R. P.,” the writer in Notes and Queries on the Danes in Pembroke-
shire, alluded to in Viking Notes in the last Saca-Book (p. 274), is, 1
learn, a member of the Viking Club. I am glad to be able to withdraw
Mr. W. R, Prior from his obscurity, because it shows that Vikings are
laudably bestirring themselves to uphold the aims of the Club in many
unsuspected quarters.

A~ excellent feature at the Croydon Public Library is the series of
“ Library Talks' held during the winter months in order to popularise
certain sections of the literature in the library. The library has a very
fair selection of books dealing with Northern literature and antiquities
which was the subject of a lecture entitled ‘* Records of our Viking Fore-
fathers,’’ given last October by Mr. A. F. Major, our Hon. Secretary.

THE following pnewspaper extract is interesting :—

‘* What is supposed to be the grave of men who fell either at the battle of
Clontarf, between the Irish and the Danes in the eleventh century, or in the great
battle fought between the English and King Rhoderick O'Connor of Ireland in
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the twelfth century, has been discovered at Glasnevin, near Dublin. The skeletons
were huddled together as if the bodies had been hastily buried in the pit. Some
of the skeletons measured scven feet in length,”

MowmBasa, British East Africa, would seem a spot unlikely to yield
records of Scandinavian myths. Yet in the African Standard published
there a series of articles entitled ** A Cycle of Scandinavian Myths”’ has
been appearing. The contributor is a Mr. Alexander Grant, who seeks to
unfold before the scattered units of the Empire in British East Africa the
mysteries of the olden time lore of their race, and who, from the sym-
pathetic way in which he deals with his theme, should certainly be speedily
enrolled in the Viking fellowship.

THE Hon. Treasurer desires it to be known that correction is required in
his paper on p. 199, Saca-Booxk, Vol. II1., Part II., where for ¢ The north
wall of the Earl’s Ba” should be read ‘‘ The south wall,” etc. To the
list of those to whom the writer was indebted for information (p. 214)
should also be added the name of J. W. Cursiter, F.S.A.Scot., Kirkwall,
who supplied notes as to the “ grey stane,”” ¢ round building "’ near same,
stone cist at Hamiscue in Tuskerbuster, and cist opened at Greenigoe, all
on the map of Orphir parish facing p. 184.

Tue Viking Club Jent its models of Norwegian boats built on the lines
of the Gokstad ship to the Shipping Exhibition held in the autumn at
the Whitechapel Art Gallery. The exhibition also included a small model
and a drawing of the Gokstad ship (restored), lent by our Hon. Secretary,
and four large photographs of the same vessel lent by the Consul for
Sweden and Norway. In the section for modern pictures there was an
oil-painting, ** The Burning of Hakon Haki,”” by W. J. Laidley, lent by
the artist. In connection with the above exhibition, Mr. A. F. Major
gave an address on ** Viking Ships’’ at the Gallery in October.

Ovur Hon. District Secretary for Norway, Dr. Alexander Bugge, has
been appointed Professor of History at the University of Kristiania in
succession to the late Professor Gustav Storm. It cannot often be that
both father and son are Professors at the same University at the same
time, but in the case of our distinguished members, Professor Sophus
Bugge and his son, the honour is fully deserved. Professor Alexander’s
studies of the trade between Norway and the British Isles and of *“ The
Norse Language and Nationality in Ireland,” noticed in the last number
of the Saca-Book, pp. 150-154, should make his appointment of special
interest to all students of the early history of these islands.

I HAVE received from the Icelandic Literary Society a prospectus of the
Society’s operations and publications, which I commend to Vikings wishful
of acquiring cheap editions of Icelandic Sagas and other literature. The
Society was founded so far back as 1816, and has its seats at Reykjavik
and in Copenhagen. Its work is an eminently useful one, and as member-
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ship is open to everyone and the subscription only 6s. 7d. a year, for
which the members receive the publications of the Society for each year—
about sixty sheets of printed matter—there are sufficient inducements to
seek membership. Those desiring admission should forward their appli-
cations to the President, Mr. O. Halldorsson, 24, Kronprinsessegade,

Copenhagen.

PoriTics are supposed to be eschewed in the Saca-Book, but it is
permissible to record that the threatened encroachment of Russia on
the independence of Norway which is now alarming that nation, according
to a recent communication to the Morning Post, is leading to the satis-
factory result of causing Norwegians to direct greater attention to the
study of the English tongue and to cultivate closer relations with this
country. The object is, of course, ultimately to find help from this
country in their time of need, should it ever occur—which we trust will
never be withheld. Meanwhile Norwegians and Scandinavians generally
should not be forgetful of the teaching of the old saw about the bundle of
sticks, and secure that added strength which a closer understanding and
union with their brethren in Sweden and Denmark would afford.

“Le Souvenir Normand,” alluded to in the last Saca-Boox (p. 273),
has come actively to the fore in the past year in holding a meeting at
Hastings to celebrate the exploits of that great Gallo-Viking, William the
Norman, otherwise William the Bastard, who overthrew Harold on the
fateful field of Hastings, or Senlac, and inflicted that blow to Englishry
and to English and Norse iostitutions, literature, and speech from which
it suffers to the present day. Centuries have been required to undo in
part the burdens laid by this Continental influence on our national
development, and we are hardly even now wholly freed from them. Our
mother-tongue will in all likelihood never recover the beauty of its earlier
Anglo-Saxon or Anglo-Norse form ; but while it is grievous that so much
has been lost, the duty lies heavy onall to ‘‘strengthen that which remains."’

DRr. GEoORGE PERNET writes me as under :—

In Fitzgerald's * Rubaiyiat of Omar Khayyam
Series, 1900, p 64) the following note occurs :—

‘“ Apropos of Omar’s Red Roses in stanza xix., 1 am reminded of an old
English superstition, that our Anemone Pulsatilla, or purple ‘Pasque Flower’
(which grows plentifully about the Fleam Dyke, near Cambridge) grows only
where Danish blood has been spilt.”

The stanza runs :

“ T sometimes think that never blows so red
The Rose as where some buried Caesar bled ;
That every Hyacinth the garden wears
Dropt in her lap from seme once lovely head.”

It would be interesting to learn how widespread is this superstition.

t)

(Golden Treasury

THE production of Henrik Ibsen's ‘ Hermandene paa Helgeland
under the title of ‘* The Vikings,’' at the Imperial Theatre, under the
GG





